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TOWARD UNDERSTANDING SEX EDUCATION OREGON (1) 


Curtis Avery 
Brown Trust 


Sex education like the elephant the story the blind men, each 
whom described the whole animal terms the particular part had 
felt with his hands. sex education, phrase with strong semantic 
overtones, whatever our experience with dictates. But, whereas 

the descriptions the elephant varied with perspective, descriptions 
sex education vary with time. That is, sex education 1911 was one 
thing; another thing 1939 and still another 1950. 


This phenomenon not unique sex education, course. applies 
many our concepts. Education itself, politics, science, even reli- 
gion are factored time, and are perhaps best understood through 
study their history. But the historical approach understanding 
sex education uniquely appropriate here Oregon. 


The history the changing philosophies sex education epito- 
mizes the history this education throughout the nation. With respect 
sex education, Oregon nearly perfect microcosm, reflecting the 
large scene small. 


Hence, this paper will attempt give better understanding sex educa- 
tion general presenting certain selected events and documents from 
the history the social hygiene and sex education movement Oregon. 


The first major event the Oregon story was the formation the Port- 
land Social Hygiene Society, sub-committee the Physical Depart- 
ment the Portland Shortly thereafter, the name 
was changed the Oregon Social Hygiene Society order that might 
seek state tax support. This tax support was finally secured and the 
Society functioned actively until 1925, when "political opposition andthe 
exigencies calling for rigid economy the expenditure State 
stopped the appropriation. After that the Society continued ina less vig- 
orous program for many years, and indeed never officially ceased ex- 
ist. Within the last month, has been reactivated order provide 
for Oregon the facilities the American Social Hygiene 
“undercover investigations" vice and prostitution. 


1929, Walter R.May, then President the Oregon Society wrote. 


paper giving some highlights the history the Society. Two par- 
agraphs from this paper will serve partially illustrate the concept 
sex education upon which the Society operated--a philosophy which 
was almost standard the time throughout the country. 


"The Oregon Social Hygiene Society and its early leaders drew 

their inspiration from the pioneer workers for social purity and 
venereal disease control, Josephine Butler, Aaron Powell, 
Dr. Prince Morrow, Abraham Flexner and their associates. 
took its indignation from the edict Napoleon, who 1801 esta- 
blished the segregated district Paris, and from the medical pro- 
fession which, until the dawn the twentieth century, looked more 
less coldly upon the situation one calling for curative rather 
than preventative action. was apparent from the start that the 
Oregon Society believed its program was well founded, and lived 
through several combative episodes wherein the mettle the leaders 
was tested political and legal warfare and wherein the power 
organized vice and commercialism was felt. 


"In seven years the Oregon Society had made itself felt, unison 
with the forces the American Social Hygiene Association and its 
other allied state and local organizations the extent that maga- 
zines with questionable sex advertisements were barred from the 
state while circulating every other; state funds had been approp- 
riated combat sex ordinance designed, 
justly unjustly, put the burden proof upon owners prop- 
erty where vice reared its head, might rear its head had been 
passed Portland, the Metropolis the State; and, when the 
United States entered the World War, found its out-spoken demands 
the Government large measure met the enactment the 
Chamberlain-Kahn war measure 


these paragraphs and throughout the paper from which they are taken 
notes that the word sex used the connotation illicite behav- 
ior and the emphasis the perils sex, especially 
with reference the venereal diseases. 


The work the Oregon Society and the philosophy upon which was based 
not deprecated depreciated. was probably inevitable step 
the development the present day concept sex education. But 
change the Oregon philosophy began felt during the late 1920's 

and the 1930's. 


Mr. May's paper, following the account the loss tax support for 
the Society, read that from 1925 1928 the activities virtually ceased. 


Then $900 from the American Social Hygiene Association supple- 
mented donated funds, the Society re-opened it's office. Another 
quotation reads follows: 


"On modest budget less than $5,000, the Society carried on, and 
early 1929, Dr. Brown, retired medical practitioner, who, 
with his brother, had been interested the work the Society from its 
beginning, made provision for endowment the Oregon Social 
Hygiene Society amounting $5,000 year the start, witha prom- 
ise that should the work forward along recognized efficient lines, 
would make provision his Will for continuation and possibly 
enlargement the endowment." 


Now, what happened during the years between 1929 when this promise 

Dr. Brown was reported and 1939 when died leaving approximately 
$500,000 for the establishment what now known the Brown 
Trust matter conjecture. Whatever happened, new phase 
the history sex education Oregon began when his will was made 
public. short extract from this will may prove enlightening. 


"It purpose this will create perpetual charitable trust... 
the net income which shall used promote...and carry the 
instruction and education the boys and girls and young people the 
State Oregon respect what commonly called social hygiene, 
through such agencies and methods as...will best tend impart said 
boys and girls and young people sound and healthy view and understand- 
ing inrespect sex, sex relations and marriage, and also the 
perils venereal diseases and other evils which result from sexual 
abuses and errors, order that they may brought appreciate the 
importance leading clean and wholesome lives sexually. 
desire that said funds shall used such ways will tend edu- 
cation and enlightment prevent such diseases, but not for their cure. 
While the primary object the charity hereby established reach 
and influence through the instruction and education above-mentioned the 
young people the State Oregon, recognize that said end may of- 
ten best promoted instruction their parents, guardians, and 
teachers, and the building sound general knowledge and senti- 
ment this State respect social hygiene, and not inten- 
tion impose narrow restrictions the methods followed 
the Trustee and Agent the carrying out said charitable 


One detects Dr. Brown's will somewhat different frame reference, 
different approach the concept social hygiene from that which had 


been standard twenty years earlier. Although mentions ''the perils 
the venereal diseases" first places emphasis the healthy attitude 
toward sex and gives marriage place the scheme social hygiene 
education which had not before obviously occupied. His explicit avoid- 
and dictation concerning methods suggests that anticipated change 
the philosophy sex education. 


any case, change certainly occurred. have seen that Dr. Brown 
delegated the Administrator and the Director decisions concerning gen- 
eral policy. ensure the wisdom such decisions, Dr. Brown 
nated Administrator the kind man the breadth 
understanding and depth educational experience which envisaged- 
namely, the President the University Oregon, whoever might be. 


The first Administrator was President Donald M.Erb. footnote 
the history the Trust furnished own frequently told 
account his feelings when first learned his new responsibilities. 
was transcontinental train when read newspaper Dr. 
Brown's death and the provisions his will. was non- 
plussed" and uncertain how proceed. 


For two years following Dr. Brown's death, while the probate the 
estate was being completed, President Erb made study social hy- 
giene education order resolve this uncertainty procedure. The 
result described short paper read then Acting-University 
President Orlando Hollis the Third Annual Oregon State Conference 
Social Hygiene 1944. extract will illustrate the point. 


Erb education with respect venereal disease 
had important public health implications. also came the con- 
clusion that so-called sex education basically meant education with 
respect reproduction, essential part the study biology. 
And finally, and perhaps most important far his ultimate dec- 
ision was concerned, was gradually developed conviction that 
times the social hygiene education movement has been handicapped 
far its long-range effectiveness was concerned certain 
spirit crusading emotionalism. recognized course that 
emotions are important but what believed saw times was 
emotionalism the expense basic truths. 


result reached his decision place responsibility for car- 
rying out the terms the Brown Will the Medical School which 
organic part the University Oregon. doing this was his 
purpose place social hygiene education scientific atmosphere 
and 
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Dr. Erb selected Director the Trust Dr. Adolph Weinzirl, then 
Portland City Health Officer, physician with wide experience public 
health, epidemiology and social hygiene. Dr. Weinzirl now head 
the department public health and preventive medicine the Univer- 
sity Oregon Medical School, and the newly elected president the 
reactivated Oregon Social Hygiene Society. The present Director did 
not assume the position until 1948. 


During his directorship the Brown Trust, Dr. Weinzirl kept 
careful and detailed records, not only the activities the Trust, but 
also all the social hygiene activities the state far was able 
learn them. The result was several large volumes "reports" 
which are mine information about the development social hygiene 
and sex education during the years 1941 1948. Dr. Weinzirl also 
recorded his own thinking and the developing philosophy saw it. 
One the most significant records was made June, 1944, when 
summarized several conferences which had had with President Erb 
and Walter Clarke, then Executive Director American Social Hygiene 
Association attempt delineate the policy the Trust. 


found this report that Social Hygiene Education was divided into 
two separate and distinct parts One was sex education, 
and the other was venereal disease education. Sex education con- 
cerned with wholesome sex information and attitudes" and 
the function the home, the church, andthe school. these three 
sources sex education, Dr. Weinzirl wrote follows: 


Home, consisting mother and father living together and 
caring for their children, stands before the child living day 
day example the wholesome and socially approved sphere for 
the functioning sex instinct. Without any formal instruction 
children parents concerning sex, this experience growing 
member family serves powerful and effective educa- 
tional experience. sets the pattern for the child's ideals and 
expectations. Most persons are believed overlook this impor- 
tant contribution sex hygiene education the home. Perhaps 
some people feel that the home fails play its part the mother 
father not cannot provide children with certain more 
less formal sex education. 


Brown Trust]can make most valuable contribution 
through teaching and disseminating concept which includes ap- 
preciation the paramount importance the home sex educa- 
tion force, regardless whether not the parents provide spec- 
ial instruction 


"The Church. the field the church provide certain ethical 


motivations with respect the exercise the 
some extent, may attempt this through formal instruction 
but the outstanding contribution has been the marriage ceremony, 
itself. The marriage ceremony deep-seated human need. 
gives powerful emphasis the ideal that the exercise the sex 
instinct should monogamous basis and connection with 
the establishment home anda family. The marriage ceremony 
makes the exercise the sex instinct this sphere look right 
the eyes all mankind; its exercise any other basis, wrong. 


This concept not fully appreciated and valuable service can 
rendered the through giving emphasis. 


School. The school neither able nor equipped carry out 
the important sex education functions being performed effectively 
the church and the home. Failure recognize what the home 
and the church accomplish with resulting conclusion that the school 
should carry the whole responsibility has led much confusion and 
conflicting points view. The school should not asked take 
the place the church and the home because can't. The school 
should expected provide the scientific data pertaining sex 
because that what the school can and what the other in- 
stitutions are unable The scientific data pertain- 
ing sex should not given separate special course 
instruction the schools. should simply made part the 
course science, biology and nature-study. 


"The Brown make outstanding contribution 
through advocating this concept. 


"Dr. Clarke states that there agency knows this country 
that has program designed clarify along the foregoing simple and 
logical lines the problems the field sex education. his opin- 
ion, the task establishing these principles the State Oregon, 
particularly the minds the teaching profession, would 
immensely valuable 


Dr. Weinzirl assigned venereal disease education place under Health 
Education subdivision communicable Health Ed- 
ucation divided into two fields: Adult Health Education and School 
Child Health Education. found the first these function 
State, County and local health departments and the Health Associa- 
tions. the second, wrote: 


"This clearly the responsibility the public schools. The 
can make its greatest contribution providing educators, particu- 
larly health teachers, withthe view that the venereal diseases should 
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studied pupils along with the other communicable diseases 
part the larger subject 


this important point out that sex information 
and venereal disease education, they relate the schools, are 
different subjects and are often confused, one with the other. They 
should kept separate and their proper places: sex information 
(scientific data) science and biology; venereal disease education 
health classes. Teaching should done the regular teachers 
and not outsiders. such teaching attempted outsiders, 
lends undesirable emphasis the subjects and impossible 
sure the educational standards that will 


The general philosophy sex education and its relationship health 
education adumbrated this report was apparently acceptable soc- 
ial hygiene educators and may fairly state the philosophy this time; 
but August 1943 new factor which influenced our current under- 
standing sex education entered the picture. 


Because the American Social Hygiene Association had announced its 
intention place major emphasis what was called family life 
tion, "it was deemed advisable ascertain what transpiring this 
field Dr. Weinzirl held conferences with number edu- 
cators and reported detail what they had say. Space does not per- 
mit thorough review this report but two short quotations are in- 
teresting. connection with one his interviews, Dr. Weinzirl 
wrote: "it interest note during this conference, well 
connection with others where family life education was under discus- 
sion, that the minds those the home economics field, al- 
most impossible separate the sociological concepts family living 
from those pertaining tothe household 


Again: "Dr. revealed that while the home economics teachers 
consider themselves having proprietary right the family life 
cation field, the social science teachers also consider that within 
their province teach this material." 


interesting note that none the interviews hich Dr. Weinzirl 
reported was there any mention sex education part family life 
education. But the philosophy sex education which Dr. Weinzirl had 
outlined year before was nonetheless subtly modified the introduc- 
tion family life education into the scene. The purposes family life 
education part home economics despite the confusion points 
view are all consistent with the statement concerning the influence 
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the home sex education and would seem that under the school's func- 
tions another subject, home economics, had been added science, biol- 
ogy and nature-study. 


1947 the film Human Growth was released. This has been called the 
most important contribution sex education the United States. How- 
ever justified this tribute is, there doubt that the film did con- 
tribute immeasureably the philosophy sex education Oregon. 
the first place, introduced into the Oregon sex education picture 
new discipline, that psychology. Research connected with the film, 
both before and after production,was conducted Lester Beck, then 
the University Oregon, and his associates. planned the film, 
wrote the script and helped its introduction. Thus there strong 
social-psychological orientation for Human Growth, 


Introduction the film Oregon resulted the spontaneous forma- 
tion hundreds parent study groups which began with consideration 
sex education the home and the schools and moved inevitably in- 
the whole subject child rearing. Thus the film enabled Oregon par- 
ents and educators discover for themselves these three principles 
sex education: 


involves not only information about the physical and physiolog- 
ical aspects sex, but also the social and psychological. 


inextricably bound with family climate and child rearing 
practices and attitudes. 


Sex cannot viewed apart from all other aspects human life 
and human relationships. 


Out scores events the history Oregon sex education between 
1947, when Human Growth was released, and 1956 when the latest 
chapter began with the publication Human Heredity single one 
stands out individually marking new development change the 
concept sex education. Instead, one notes steady but subtle growth 
new directions, gradual extension ideas which were, ten years 
ago, only hints. 


Among these the understanding the fact that for teen-age boys and 
girls, knowledge the physiology sex and human reproduction 
does not pass for sex education. The work Lester Kirkendall and 
others has made this abundantly clear. the teacher workshops orig- 
inally sponsored the Brown Trust and carried the University 
and the State College Drs. Kirkendall, Johannis and Sundberg there 


has been increasing attention problems social relations within the 
family and family members with the world outside. Thus sex con- 
cerns and worries among young people including those related pre- 
marital intercourse and standards sexual behavior, are seen within 
social psychological frame reference rather than the moralistic 
and emotional setting 1911. 


This and other developments have led sex education into the field 
individual counseling and consequently into ever closer relationship 
with mental health. Even where sex education and venereal disease 
education impinge, this change from older concept has been noted-- 
the publication Margie Robinson's More Than Medical, the 
Brown Trust 1950, which points mental health rather than pen- 
icillin the ultimate control prostitution and the attendant diseases. 


The confusion which Dr. Weinzirl encountered 1943 with respect 
family life education has been gradually reduced, least partially 
through the Oregon Developmental Center Project Family Life Ed- 
ucation carried three communities for period four years. 
This project placed sex education part family life education and 
found the purpose both the development better family mem- 
bers, presently and the future. The results the project have been 
published. (4) 


Biology, Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology and Education have all 
increased their attention the broad area sex education. The prime 
example this the preduction the new film, Human Heredity, 
sequel Human Growth. Since this film was released only May1956, 
too early yet evaluate its effect the Oregon concept and prac- 
tice sex education. But, design, brings sex education em- 
phases sex roles well physiology, the influences culture 
sexual attitudes, and understanding genetics which should contri- 
bute much the concept sex education. 


This has been, from historian's point view, very sketchy out- 
line what has happened Oregon sex education during the past 
years. Hundreds events which deserve mention have been left out 

the account and scores individuals who have contributed greatly 
have not been mentioned. But this did not begin history, but rather 
historical approach understanding sex education Oregon, 


address given before the Pastoral Conference Family Life 


Education, August 8-10, Monmouth, Oregon. 


Highlights the History the Oregon Social Hygiene 
Reprinted from Hospital Social Service XX, 1929, the University 


Oregon Leaflet Series, Vol. 15, March 1930, No. Part 


Oregon Developmental Center Project Family Life Education 


Curtis Avery and Lester Kirkendall, Brown Trust, 1955 
Portland, Oregon. $1.00 outside Oregon. 


Most Children Live With Both Parents 


About percent the 53.5 million children under years age who 
were living with either parent April 1955 were living with both parents. 
Only 600,000 children lived with their father only, whereas 5.2 million 

children lived with their mother only. About one-half million the child- 

ren were living with their mothers while their fathers were living away 

from home because service the Armed Forces. Very few (about 

million, percent) the total number persons under were not 

living with either parent. 


Only percent the widows had any their own children under living 
with them and the average number such children per widow was accord- 
ingly very low, 0.17. The corresponding average per divorced woman 
was 0.73 children, and that per separated woman was 1.04. The average 
number children per widowed, divorced, separated man, respec- 
tively, was much smaller. Widowers are more likely remarry than 
widows and children divorced and separated parents generally live with 
their mother. should also noted that widows include more older 
women who are less likely have young children. 


much smaller proportion nonwhite children (75 percent) compared 
with white children (90 percent), with both parents 
This finding consistent with the fact that the proportion broken mar- 
riages amongnonwhitesis significantly greater than that among whites. 


From the U.S. Bureau Census, Current Population Reports, Series 
P-20, No. 67. May 1956 issue. 
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ATTITUDES COLLEGE STUDENTS TOWARD INTER-FAITH 
MARRIAGE (1) 


Wisconsin State College 


The purpose this study was find out how young people marriage- 
able age--students attending the state university Idaho, 
feel about inter-faith marriages. More specifically, the study was de- 
signed seek answers the following questions: (1) Are young people 
willing marry outside their religious faith? (2) Will they only 
under certain conditions? so, what are some these conditions 

(3) Are they willing adopt the religion their chosen mate, 

doing, will make marriage possible? (4) What are some the rea- 
sons young people give why they not want marry outside their faith? 
(5) there any relationship between person's expressed attitudes 
toward inter-faith marriage and the attitudes thinks his parents 
hold toward such marriage? These are few the questions this 
paper hopes throw light upon. 


The data were obtained pretested questionnaires from students liv- 
ing the University Idaho campus January, 1955. Questionnaires 
were distributed the students their living groups following the 
ning meal. Questionnaires were completed approximately two-thirds 
the students, some 810 males and 483 females. 


shown Table per cent the students reported willingness 
date outside their faith. Ninety-five per cent would also date per- 
son who had church affiliation. 


Approximately one student four would not with someone 
religious faith different fromhis own. One studentin eight would 
not with person who had church affiliation. Girls were 
less willing steady" outside their faith than were boys. 


When came the question marriage, per cent the students 
stated that they would cross religious lines and marry and per cent 
would not. One student four was opposed marrying person who 
had church affiliation. Girls were also less willing marry outside 
their faith than were boys. 


‘ 
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TABLE 


Attitudes College Students Toward Dating, Going Steady, and 
Marrying Outside Their Religious Faith(*) 


Male Female Total 
N=779 (N=475 N=1252 


Attitude Yes Yes Yes 
Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent Cent Per Cent 


Would Date outside 


Would "Go Steady" 
outside Religious 


Would marry outside 


*The students the study who stated that they had church affilia- 
tion'' are not included this table. With one exception, these students 
Jewish person, person with church One student 
would date and steady with person any the aforesaid categories, 
but would marry only person with church affiliation." 
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One girl wrote: 


main objection inter-faith marriages does not reflect any 
prejudice against either faith. It, me, represents the pos- 
sibility unstable family--not necessarily separation and di- 
vorce possibilities, but lack important spiritual bond. 
feel that children are given unfair chance even could bring 
child own faith. could raise doubt and wonder 
when husband and went separate churches. the child 
wanted with one parent, then the other, may end in- 
different and/or confused his own religion." 


Another commented: 


have had two mixed marriages our closely knit family cir- 
cle--one, Jewish-Protestant, and the other, Protestant-Catholic 
--both have proven unsuccessful. Therefore, could not enter 
such relationship with much confidence, since both marriages 
failed because religious differences. engaged Prot- 
estant; and chance turned Catholic, our engagement 
would broken. have confidence the possible success 
inter-faith 


Another wrote: 


know that possible have happy and successful inter- 
faith marriage, but think depends how strongly person 
believes his faith. Myself, could never happy with man 


Another commented: 


can get along with people faiths different from mine, but 
could not build successful marriage. Religion enters the pic- 
ture too much." 


When the data Table were related the religious affiliation the 
students, was found that almost all Protestant and Catholic students 
would date someone religious faith different from their own. Only 
three per cent the Protestant students and only one Catholic student 
would not date person different faith. 


One Protestant student explained the writer why she would date 
Catholic but not Jew follows: 


"It result the social pressures caused community. 
All Jewish friends mine are banned from the clubs, etc. 
which parents andI belong. Therefore, would cause 
embarrassment both parties were not possible for 
attend dinner, etc. together." 


More Catholic students than Protestants were willing steady" 
with someone different faith. The percentages were per cent 
and per cent, respectively. 


Catholic students were also more willing marry across religious 
lines than were Protestant students. Only per cent the Catholic 
students reported that they would not marry outside their faith but 
more than per cent the Protestant students reported that they 
would not partner inter-faith marriage. was also inter- 
esting note that per cent the Catholic students were willing 
marry Protestant but only per cent the Protestant students 
were willing marry Catholic. 


Thus, Catholic students were not only more willing marry outside 
their faith than Protestant students were, but they were also more 
willing marry Protestant than Protestant students were willing 
marry Catholic. the same time, however, more Catholic students 
wanted their mate adopt their religion and/or agree have the 
children brought their faith than did students. large 
percentage Protestant and Catholic students--33 per cent each 
that they would marry Jewish person. Would similar 
results obtained this study repeated eastern university 
having larger percentage Jewish students? 


Students who attended church infrequently tended more willing 
cross religious lines and marry than were students who attended 
church regularly. the 453 students who did not attend church 
attended less than once month, more than per cent reported that 
they would marry outside their faith. the other hand, the 794 
students who attended church once month more less than per 
cent would marry person different faith. 


Table summarizes the attitudes the students toward inter-faith 
marriages. will seen slightly larger percentage girls 
than the boys checked statements one andtwo. Both these state- 
ments require condition marriage. other hand, but per 
cent the girls checked statement three which does not require 
condition marriage while per cent the boys checked the same 
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statement. appears, therefore, that girls were less willing 
marry outside their faith unless the mate adopted their religion and/ 
agreed have the children brought their faith than were 
boys. 


view the foregoing statement, interesting note Table 

that somewhat higher percentage girls were willing adopt 

the religious faith their mate than were boys. Baber (3) and 
also found that girls are more opposed inter-faith marriages than 
boys. Baber found that more boys were willing adopt the spouse's 
faith than were Nine per cent the men his study were 
willing adopt the mate's faith; but only five per cent the women 
were willing so. present study, the percentages obtained 
were almost the reverse, with six per cent the boys and nine per cent 
the girls stating that they were willing adopt their matc's rel- 
igious faith. 


significant differences were found the responses the lower 
and upper classmen the statements Table However, students 
who attended church regularly tended check statements one two 
more often than did students who attended church infrequently. 


noted earlier, more Catholic than Protestant students reported 
willingness marry outside their faith. The question now arises: Are 
Catholic students also more likely require the mate adopt their 
faith than are Protestant students? Analysis the data showed the 
answer yes. Seven out ten Catholic students checked statements 
one two. (See statements Table 2). Only four out ten Protes- 
tant students checked these same statements. Furthermore, over 
per cent the Catholic students checked statement two, i.e., they 
would marry outside their faith the mate agreed have the children 
brought their religion but slightly less than per cent the Prot- 
estant students checked this same statement. 


Although Catholic students appeared more willing cross religious lines 
and marry than Protestant students did, Catholic students also expressed 
desire for their spouses adopt Catholicism and/or insisting that 
the children brought the Catholic faith. For example: 


"Regarding whether would marry outside Catholic faith, 
husband-to-be would have consent let the children brought 
faith and not interfere with religious practices and be- 
liefs. However, would never insist that alter his own ideas 
religion should willing agree the above." 


Another commented: 


approve inter-faith marriages; but case, would want 
the party Catholic become convert. However, would 
still marry non-Catholic providing the children were brought 
the Catholic religion." 


Another wrote: 

would marry person another faith that person would change 
his faith mine. going steady with Protestant boy and 
have discussed this problem and has agreed adopt reli- 


gion before get 


Catholic male student wrote: 


mixed marriage has two strikes against start. Dif- 
ference religion spawning place for much friction. How- 
ever, marriage would depend the girl, not her religion, 
provided the children are brought faith." 


One male student who was seriously considering marrying Catholic 
stated that would not marry her unless could first accept the 
teachings the Catholic Church. wrote: 


ing the Catholic beliefs, but find that can't accept them, don't 
believe I'll marry her. She strong Catholic; and were 
marry her without being able believe her religion, there would 
almost surely undesirable results later our 


Another student commented: 


was pinned boy who Catholic Protestant. For 
over year, went church with him and tried understand and 
accept the Catholic religion. seemed unable so; thus, 
our relationship was broken. 


summarize briefly the data Table (1) slightly more than one- 
fourth the students would cross religious lines and marry (apparently, 
without requiring any the conditions specified the statements 
Table 2), (2) more than one student five would consider inter-faith 
marriage the prospective mate would adopt the student's religion, (3) 
slightly more than one-fourth the students would consider inter- 
faith marriage the children are brought their faith, (4) approx- 
imately one student five would not marry outside his faith (even 


the prospective mate were willing adopt the student's faith al- 
lew the children brought the student's religion, and (5) 
seven per cent the students were willing adopt the religious faith 
their mate, doing, would make marriage possible. 


this point, brief mention should made some the reasons 
given students why they not want marry outside their 
faith. Students were asked check one more the following rea- 
sons: (1) Because religious conviction; (2) Because parental 
objection; (3) Because believe there probability that such mar- 
riage would unsuccessful; and (4) Other reasons (explain). 


Briefly, was found that per cent the students who were op- 
posed inter-faith marriages checked reason number three, i.e., 
"because believe there probability that such marriage would 
unsuccessful.'' The other reasons, order frequency checked, 
were: one, two, The majority the students who checked 
category four they did not want marry outside their faith 
because they foresaw difficulty arising over the religious training 
the children. One student wrote: 


"The biggest objection inter-faith marriage the problem 
raising the children ina religious faith. The parents often can 
agree which church each wishes attend, but rarely can they agree 
which church the children should attend." 


Another commented: 


would not marry into the Catholic church because there would 
the question having raise the children the Catholic rel- 
igion. Once they were Catholic, would almost impossible 
for them choose freely any other religion." 


One student whose parents are different faiths wrote: 


"I, myself, don't believe inter-faith marriage particularly 
because the case own family. feel very strongly 
this subject. seems that when young people marry they only 
see themselves,and being love, they don't seem realize 
the time how much religion may can mean their marriage 
later years, and the trouble may cause, especially when 
children arrive." 


Another commented: 


the result mixed marriage. has worked out fairly 
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well father belongs church and mother had 
‘complete control our education. Unless change view, 
would not marry person who not Catholic because 
might disadvantage educating children and be- 
cause major item like religion can cause undue friction. 


This study examined the relationship person's expressed 
attitudes toward inter-faith marriage and the attitudes thinks 
his parents hold toward such marriage. Students who would marry 
outside their faith felt also that their parents would approve inter- 
faith marriage. One the other hand, students who were opposed 
inter-faith marriage also felt that their parents would disapprove 
they married outside their faith. seen Table per cent 
the Protestant students who would marry Catholic felt that both 
parents would approve the marriage, and per cent felt that both 
their parents would disapprove. Similarily, per cent the Cath- 
olic students who would marry Protestant felt that both their par- 
ents would approve the marriage, but only four per cent felt that 
both parents would disapprove. 


contrast, Table shows that students who would not marry out- 
side their faith also felt that their parents would disapprove inter- 
faith marriage. Only small percentage them felt that their par- 
ents would approve such marriage. will seen Table 
per cent the Catholic students who would not marry Protestant 
felt that both their parents would disapprove the marriage; but 
per cent them felt that both parents would approve. Perhaps Cath- 
olic students are more apt feel that long their mate will- 
ing adopt the Catholic faith and/or willing agree have the 
children brought the Catholic religion, their parents will not 
disapprove they marry outside their faith. 


One should keep mind, however, that the data Tables and show 
only what the students think their parents' feelings are toward inter- 
faith marriages. Some students who answered the question, course, 
knew their parents' attitudes toward inter-faith marriages. the 
other hand, some, perhaps, had never heard their parents express 

any attitudes for against inter-faith marriages but they assumed 
that their parents would disapprove inter-faith marriage for some 
reason another. The point, however, that there appears 
relationship between student's expressed attitudes toward inter- 
faith marriage and the attitudes thinks his parents hold toward such 
marriage. And, the final analysis, perhaps the attitudes 
person thinks his parents have toward particular subject that more 
than likely will influence his own attitudes toward the same subject. 
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Many students commented their attitudes toward inter- 
faith marriages. One student wrote: 


put that parents would disapprove marrying outside 
faith, but they would not forbid They would, however, discour- 
age it." 


Another commented: 


"Both parents would disapprove marrying Jewish per- 
son, not because prejudice but because little knowledge the 
faith. father would disapprove Catholic because cannot 
agree with their philosophy 


Another wrote: 


parents would permit marrying almost anyone with whom 
was deeply love, providing retain faith and the children are 
brought the Catholic 


Catholic male student wrote: 


have doubt that parents would have preferences, probably 
Catholic. But they would not disapprove any other religion, 
long the children were brought Catholic." 


The final excerpt, written student her junior year, shows the 
pressure some parents will exert their children prevent them from 
marrying someone different religious faith. She wrote: 


"The past few years, went with boy. informed 
parents that were pinned, they refused let announce 
it, and insisted that return the pin immediately. Because 
parents strong objections, cancelled the announcement the 
pinning,but because were both very much love, secretly kept 
his pin. kept going out with the boy and for this reason par- 
ents almost had transferred private Protestant college 
the East. 


fellow was willing give his religion and join church. 
own religious convictions would not allow for any other decision, 
but parents still objected--saying that would eventually return 
the Catholic faith. 


This problem caused much unhappiness for everyone concerned. 


time, developed ulcer from worrying about it. transferred 


schools, thinking that would help thinking out matters more 
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clearly--hoping would forget the boy intime. know 
whether this has helped not, but know that will never 
through this same religious problem 


conclusion, the findings the present study show clearly that young 
people marriageable age are well-aware some the problems 

that accompany inter-faith marriages. Although these students expressed 
liberal view toward such marriages, they themselves would marry 
outside their faith only under certain conditions. 


article based the author's unpublished master's thesis en- 
titled College Students Toward Inter-Faith Marriage" com- 
pleted the University Idaho 1955. 


two Jewish students the study would date, steady with, and 
marry someone outside their faith. The eight students whose religious 
faith was classified (i.e., Greek Orthodox, etc.) were all 
willing marry outside their faith. 

Baber, Marriage and the Family (New York: McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, 1939), 149. 


Hoover, Attitudes High School Students Toward Mixed 
Marriage (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University American Press, 
1950), 52. 

tendency also appeared true for the remaining students 
the study who were not included Table and IV. 


THE CHANGING ROLE THE 


Father Van Christoph 
Gonzaga University 


very young naval officer asked permission his superior officer 
petition for emergency leave because, said, ''My wife going 
have baby.'' dear young man," his senior officer reported 

have presence home was necessary for the laying 

the keel, but not necessary for the launching the 

are not told the ultimate resolution the story--whether the expectant 

father applied for his leave not, but the little episode bears out the 

point wish make that the recent past the role the father, all 

too many cases,has been almost nominal one, save the biological 

sense. Our society tradition patrilineal descent, patronymic 

identification, and theoretically, patriarchal authority. While 

western society, especially the U.S variety, still regards these 

three characteristics somewhat integral the concept the fam- 

ily, the meaning and implication fatherhood all but lost the 

rather nebulous concept American have the father role. 


few years ago, just before the United States entered World War 


not think that daring say that father lost much his func- 
tion and even prestige when the family metamosphosed from its rural 
its present urban pattern. The state has taken from him the burden 
(and perhaps, the satisfaction) protecting and educating his 
Commercialized, least group activities have taken over his job 
entertainer and recreational director the family. Religion leftto 
the organized church, and even the economic function the father 
less important wives take the office, shop and the factory, 
and become least partially self-supporting. said 

moment ago, about the only role that today's father successfully and 
adequately fulfills the biological role. 


the change our urban pattern, the wife and mother has taken over 
the bulk those offices which the father has not surrendered out- 
side agencies. The father has unconsciously acquiesced this, not 
recognizing that has abdicated most his role. Absentee father- 
characteristic the urban family today. This absenteeism 


ranges from nine twelve hours day weeks time for some 
professional entertainers and travelling men. For the father employed 
business and industry this change has produced unique matriarchy, 
kind fatherless family wherein the roles both parents are as- 
sumed the mother. With his children for but brief periods time, 
the father feels that should merely enjoy them and very often 
resents the disciplinarian role that mother would place his shoulders 
during his evenings week ends home. 


all too true that education (insofar family function), the 
administration discipline, the organization the home activities 

and the like--yes, the very transmission culture and all the social- 
izing processes are, today, largely the mother's task. ''The hand the 
rocks the cradle rules the has been true the past the ex- 
tent that the child shaped morally, spiritually, mentally and socially 
more the mother than the father, but our day that axiom takes 
new and even sinister meaning. Today implies that the father 

little more than biological necessity and/or economic prop. The 
mother becomes father surrogate. cannot said that many fathers 
are even aware this, much less concerned about it. Father may not 
know it, but the present attitude society towards the male parent may 
well described father rejection. 


Paralleling this development, the mother has assumed more independ- 
ence and many instances has simply taken over the running the 
family and the home. The father turns over his check certain 
amount money and expects the mother run the home, service all 
accounts and not bother him about the details household management. 
proportion the mother takes over, the father seems have lost 
interest least concern for the home. French journalist almost 
half century ago wrote that the American husband ruled the busin- 
ess world, but his wife, everywhere else. Indeed, his patriarchal 
function being shorn from him, the American father tends seek 
escape into business. Despite shorter work day shorter work 
week, father still comes home exhausted. buries his face the 
paper magazine looks TV. Organized sports and entertain- 
ment keep!him from the family. Rarely the family benefited much 
father's increased leisure. all too true that the competition 
for father's time, the child too frequently loses out father's peer 
group activities which children can play. little part. 
growing conviction child psychologists that men have right 
fathers they are unwilling make the sacrifices necessary 
become fathers who are interested and devoted their families. 


Life with father has been caricatured more often than has been painted 
actually is. The futility and helplessness the father his role 
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are reflected the type behavior see portrayed movies and 
TV, hear radios and follow comic strips the ''Blondie" 
variety. The all-too common portrayal the 
expectant father whose antics are one step removed from the couvade 
rather feeble attempt identify the father more closely with his 
wife and family. But there must some verisimilitude real life 
these things, otherwise there would little interest such por- 
trayal. One almost gets the impression that being father con- 
stant surprise, embarrassment and even bewilderment 
the male. 


"To like father, better than has done, the 
same sort person was, would failure writes 
Gorer. Father has indeed lost stature the home. The mores sev- 
erely limit the use his authority. demand obedience the base 
withholding inheritance useless threat today. expect 
compliance the basis being the head the house too unreal- 
istic, for father headship questioned. Once father's word was all 
sufficient. Now the children pay little attention him. Both 
extremes are unfortunate. Father's knowledge earlier society 
was his children. Now, more often than not, the 
education his children superior his own, 


Fatherhood role that should embraced out feeling love, 
pursued atmosphere confident awareness means and ends, 
and fulfilled spirit devotion supported sense high duty, 
restricted only the limitations the human personality. the 
father our society who takes the initiative establishing the home, 
but surely his concern and interest should not stop there. in- 
part, moral and spiritual ideals. 


ourequalitarian society, the democractic ideal has run wild. The 
the wife and mother role has encouraged her 
more assertive and independent. Our industrialized society has fos- 
tered this, divorcing the husband father more more from domestic 
cencerns. The primary interest the father should the general 
welfare his family. Unless the father willing sacrifice prac- 
tically all what little leisure has the interests the family, 

stands lose all his authority and much his status head 
the house. does little good for the state assign him legal power, 
does little good for society grant him certain status, prac- 
tice cannot will not find time implement them genuine inter- 
est. 


Unless wishes merely stamp, seconding the decisions 
made wife and mother, who for all her concern about the family 
still limited the feminine point view, father going have 
tion his children, make decisions importance affecting the wel- 
fare the whole family and still have due consideration for the unique 
character the personalities that make his family, must know 
them intimately. Society forever harping the theme woman's 
place the which most men and many women will agree, 
but society has overlooked very important facet family life, 
character and personality development, and nature's obvious intent 
when fails emphasize that man's place not the home, 
least father's place it. may important the bread- 
winner; his position the business and social world may enhance the 
prestige the family but his most important role that father. 
All other roles are--or least should be--secondary this one. 


The phenomenon the vanishing father being challenged 
number and number ways. The press, TV, and 
screen some extent, have been allies the new offense. The schools, 
especially the college level have done much. Adult education pro- 
grams, the Church with its counseling program, community social 
hygiene groups, the PTA and kindred organizations (and organizations 
like our own) are doing their part awaken father concern over his 
role and the manner which facing it. 


The father wants statusas still feels that should the 
man the house. still wants headship. ought recognize that 
nature has fitted him, more than woman, conduct the external af- 
fairs the home. cultures which anthropologists of- 
fer the best cases for matriarchy (female domination and control), male 
leadership still the rule. Dr. Cooper, the social anthropologist, con- 
cluded after analyzing the facts that, "all things considered, for the 
world large, headship the sense domestic control appears 
rest somewhat more with the man than with the woman." 


The pendulum has swung from one extreme wherein the father wielded 
absolute authority over the wife and child the other wherein the father 
tolerated but scarcely looked to. Both extremes have had their 
day. 


happy mean possible--nay, necessary. Marriage partner- 
ship; parenthood shared responsibility, partnership that em- 
braces the physical needs, that concerned with the emotional adjust- 
ment the children, that resolves questions discipline the basis 


function. Only this way will the family function unit. The 
father must assume his responsibilities. cannot remain semi- 
detached from the family. cannot feel that has absolved him- 
self his responsibilities when provides food, clothing and shel- 
ter. Those are the material aspects fatherhood. The 
are more important and more neglected, maybe because they are in- 
tangible. But the father the future, hold his place inthe chang- 
ing family picture, going have take more realistic attitude 
towards his role, not let deteriorate indifference nor permit 


Man may work from sun sun 
But father, his work's never 


address given the annual meeting the Pacific 
Northwest Conference Family Relations held Gonzaga Univer- 
sity April 5-7, 1956. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


Arthur Glogau, Department Editor 
Oregon College Education 
Monmouth, Oregon 


This section planned for the sharing ideas, programs, informa- 
tion about conferences, workshops, and other items interest the 
area Family Life. Please forward any information about what your 
schools, church and community groups and agencies are planning and 
doing, the editor the above address. 


Mrs. Katherine Read, who has been traveling Europe this summer, 
had the misfortune having emergency operation Vienna, Austria. 
She recovering, however, and expected home early September. 
While emergency operation easily falls the category misfor- 
tune, several factors were operating her favor. One was that she 
was able recuperate the home Professor Hajek who became 
personal friend Mrs. Read while was teaching and studying 
Oregon State 1953-54. second was that Mrs. Sara Prentiss was 
with her Vienna the time the operation. third was that the 
operation prevented her from taking passage the ill-fated Andrea 
Doria its last voyage. 


Henry Schalock, who has for the past several years been teaching 
and doing research Child Development Oklahoma College, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, has joined the staff Oregon State College. 
will working the Department Family Life and Home Adminis- 
tration the School Home Economics, and will continue both his 
teaching and research activities. 


Lester Kirkendall will attend conference Campus Marriages 
held the University Minnesota, October 25-26. Dr. Kir- 
kendall will serve summarizer for the conference. 


The Pastoral Conference Family Life Education Oregon College 
Education, August 8-10, 1956 was adjudged exceptionally success- 
ful. was sponsored the Brown Trust, the Oregon Council 
Churches and Oregon College Education. David Brody, working 
with committee representing the sponsors, was responsible for plan- 
ning and arranging the Conference well for talk 
tions the Human Heredity Film for Family Life William 
and Betty Genne, former prominent Oregonians Family Life educa- 
tion talked Concepts Family and led discussion 
groups. Lester Beck, Portland State College and Brown Trust, 
cenducted two model discussions films. Other speakers were, 
Curtis Avery and Lester Kirkendall. special feature the 
Conference was demonstration the use tape recordings instead 
films stimulate discussion study groups. 


Miss Miriam Wiggenhorn, the Department Family Life 
Administration Oregon State College, will leave absence 
during the 1956-57 school year. She now traveling Europe andwill 
spend least part her year's time travel the continent. 


Roberta Frazier, Chairman the Department Child Devel- 
opment the State College Washington was visiting professor 

the University Washington for the summer session. Dr. Paul Landis 
was visiting professor the University Utah for the summer ses- 
sion. 


Johannis, Jr., Co-editor the Coordinator has been 
elected the Board Directors the National Council Family 
Relations. attended the annual conference the NCFR Boston 
during August and represented the Brown Trust presenting 
the new film Human Heredity. 


Anyone having suggestions for speakers and program content for 
coming Pacific Northwest Conference Family Relations held 
Walla Walla, Washington March through 23, 1957, urged 

send them Mrs. Roberta Frazier, President, Department Child 


Development, College Home Economics, State College Washington, 
Pullman, Washington, now. 


cooperative nursery school association was organized Portland, 
Oregon April and has continued meet monthly through the summer. 
The Adult Family Life Education Department the Portland Public 
Schools has cooperated the development this organization. Rep- 
resentatives from ten different cooperative nursery schools have par- 
ticipated the meetings. Mrs. John Gray, 1345 Chandler Road, 
Oswego, Oregon the Chairman. 


Miss Marie Rousseau the new Supervisor Adult Family Life Educa- 
tion for the Portland Public Schools. Miss Rousseau has worked 
Home Economics and Family Life Education Arizona, Texas, Colo- 
rado and New York. 


Families With Children More Move 


Families containing children are more likely move than families with- 
out children. This attributable, part, the lower average age 
heads families with children. Thus, among families comprising the 
head, his wife, and one more their own children under only, 
one-fourth the family heads were movers, that is, lived differ- 
ent house April 1955 from that April 1954. Among families which 
contained the head and his wife only, the heads had about the same mob- 


ility rates the general population; one-fifth these heads were 


Families containing members other than young sons and daughters the 
head were the least likely move; about one-seventh the heads 
these families moved during the year. Mobility rates were highest for 
families with relatively young heads. Changes housing requirements 
the number children the family expands often the reason for 
moving. 


the great majority cases, the rest the family moves new 
location along with the head. About out every families headed 
mover consisted family members all whom were also movers. 


From the U.S. Bureau Census, Current Population Reports, Series 
P-20, No. 67. May 1956 issue. 
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